
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 10, 2019 
 

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

 

As you know, this coming Saturday, November 16
th

, there will be state-wide and local 

elections for political offices. Paragraphs 2239 and 2240 of the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church remind us that our civic duties as citizens fall under the Fourth Commandment (“Honor 

you father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land which the Lord your God 

gives you.”): 
2239 It is the duty of citizens to contribute along with the civil authorities to the good of society in a spirit 

of truth, justice, solidarity, and freedom. The love and service of one's country follow from the duty of 

gratitude and belong to the order of charity. Submission to legitimate authorities and service of the 

common good require citizens to fulfill their roles in the life of the political community.  

2240 Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the common good make it morally obligatory to 

pay taxes, to exercise the right to vote, and to defend one's country:  

“Pay to all of them their dues, taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, 

respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.” (Romans 13:7) 

“[Christians] reside in their own nations, but as resident aliens. They participate in all things as 

citizens and endure all things as foreigners. . . . They obey the established laws and their way of life 

surpasses the laws. . . . So noble is the position to which God has assigned them that they are not 

allowed to desert it.” (The Letter to Diognetus) 

The Apostle exhorts us to offer prayers and thanksgiving for kings and all who exercise authority, "that we 

may lead a quiet and peaceable life, godly and respectful in every way.” (1
st
 Timothy 2:2) 

 

As we exercise this duty to vote, it is important for us consider each candidate in light of 

the values and virtues that we hold dear as Catholics.  

 

I also want to mention the campaigning and electioneering that has taken place during 

some of our Masses in recent weeks. The Church does not endorse particular political candidates, 

and anyone who campaigns or hands out materials on our property or near our church does so 

without my permission and against my will as pastor. If you should see this happening, you are 

more than welcome politely to ask the offending parties to leave our property; and I ask that you 

would please inform me, as well.  

 

Let us continue to pray for our country, our state, and our community, that our society 

may be one marked by civility, justice, and charity.  

 

        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan 

        jhemelt@arch-no.org 
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